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School Programs Overview 

Our Mission 

The Peoria PlayHouse Children's Museum provides children with the tools and inspiration they 
need to be explorers and creators of the world. We do this in part through understanding, 
supporting, and promoting play in the fullest sense of the word, one that includes imagination 
and creativity. 

Our School Programs  
We offer programs that: 

 Are educational, introducing visitors to new 
ideas, information, skills, or processes. 

 Foster experimentation and open-ended 
creation by providing time, space, and 
opportunity for visitors to create and imagine, 
and to make choices and create in ways that 
staff could not have anticipated. 

 Encourage collaboration between children, 
teachers, and chaperones. 

 Have a lasting impact, as evidenced by the 
connections visitors make during and after a 
visit, seeing things in a new way, or trying 
something new. 

Our Exhibits 
Come in to view our three floors of exhibits, if you have 

never been to the PlayHouse! You can also view our museum space online at 

https://peoriaplayhouse.org/plan-your-visit/exhibits-2/  

Accessibility 
The PlayHouse is for guests of all abilities. We strive to make each visitor’s trip to the PlayHouse 

special and enjoyable. All exhibits can accommodate wheelchairs and walkers.  

To accommodate our visitors with sensory and autism needs, we have a variety of resources 

such as a downloadable PlayHouse Social Story and Sensory Packs available at the Front Desk. 

When booking a field trip, please be sure to mention any special needs children in your group 

may have in order for us to best accommodate everyone. 

Learn more here: https://peoriaplayhouse.org/accessibility/  

 

https://peoriaplayhouse.org/plan-your-visit/exhibits-2/
https://peoriaplayhouse.org/accessibility/
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School Visit Guidelines 

 Field Trip hours are from 9:15am- 4:00pm on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays. 

o Field trip capacity is 100 students per standard field trip (PlayHouse Adventure, 
Field Guide). 

o  Field trip capacity is 30 students per enriched field trip (Spotlight, Explore 
Challenge Become).  

o Exceptions may be made, please contact the PlayHouse for more information. 
 A minimum of 1 adult per 8 children must be included in your groups. Higher adult to 

student ratios improve student learning. 
 Coupons or family membership passes may not be used for field trips, as group rates 

are already discounted. 
 Teachers are considered chaperones and are included with any field trip fee 
 Field trip fees are due the day of the field trip in cash, check, or credit card. Payment 

should be ready on entry to the museum. 
 

How to Book Field Trip 
1) Visit https://www.peoriaplayhouse.org/school-resources/ and completely fill out form 
2) Email the completed form to playhouse@peoriaparks.org or mail to 2218 N. Prospect 

Rd., Peoria, IL 61603 
3) You will receive confirmation in 1-2 days from the PlayHouse with information and an 

invoice to pay the day of the field trip 

Student and Chaperone Field Trip 
Rules 

Students are encouraged to stay with their adults, 
be kind and share with others, and to have fun! 

Watch the Peoria PlayHouse Children’s Museum 
field trip orientation video with your classroom 
here: https://peoriaplayhouse.org/field-trips/   

Chaperones are encouraged to play alongside 
with the children in the field trip group. For the 
safety of the children on the field trip and all 
guests at the PlayHouse, chaperones are expected 
to monitor their students and not allow them to 
go on floors away from their chaperones. 
Chaperones are encouraged to assist children 
with supplies on enriched field trips. 

 

 

mailto:playhouse@peoriaparks.org
https://peoriaplayhouse.org/field-trips/
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Plan Your Field Trip 
The Peoria PlayHouse Children’s Museum welcomes visits from non-profit or educational 
groups. Groups may choose one of four visit options: PlayHouse Adventure, the Field Guide 
Program, the Spotlight Program, or the Explore/Challenge/Become Program. A 8:1 student to 
adult ratio is required for all field trips. Adults include teachers, chaperones, and guardians.  
 
The maximum number of attendees for a PlayHouse Adventure or Field Guide field trip is 100. 
The maximum number of attendees for an Explore, Challenge, Become, or Spotlight field trip 
is 30. Adults, including teachers, chaperones, guardians and additional school staff, are included 
in the headcount of the field trip group. 
 

Standard Field Trips 
Playhouse Adventure 
Up to 2 hours; $3.50 per student or adult  
Sometimes groups just need some time to enjoy playing at the PlayHouse. Perfect for camp or 
after school groups, this option includes a brief welcome by a staff member and a place for 
students to leave coats and lunches. The full 120 minutes is spent in the PlayHouse exhibits, 
under the supervision of chaperones. 

Field Guide Program 
75 minute – 2 hours; $3.50 per student; free admission for up to 1 adult per 3 students  
Students will develop curiosity and deepen interest in topics related to PlayHouse exhibits and 
the school curriculum. This visit includes a guide for school staff and chaperones to facilitate 
student learning, as well as an introduction and end-of-visit reflection focusing on 
experimentation.  

*Adults over the 1:3 adult to child ratio pay normal adult admission price of $8.50. 

Enriched Field Trips 
Spotlight (designed for Pre-K to 1st grade students) 
2-3 hours; $5.50 per student; free admission for up to 1 adult per 3 students 
Teachers have the opportunity to choose one of three thematic trips that they believe their 
students would be interested in. The structure of a Spotlight field trip begins with students 
exploring the museum for one to two hours. Exploration time is followed by one hour of a 
classroom story time and activity guided by museum staff or volunteers. Current Spotlight trips 
include: 

 Spotlight: Construction 
 Spotlight: Farm 
 Spotlight: Water 

 
*Adults over the 1:3 adult to child ratio pay normal adult admission price of $8.50. 
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Explore/Challenge/Become (designed for 2nd to 3rd grade students) 

2 hours; $5.50 per student; free admission for up to 1 adult per 3 students 
Students EXPLORE the PlayHouse.  Then they each choose a challenge that interests them. 
Finally, they become toy designers, actors, or shipwrights, as they spend 45 minutes solving 
their challenge. Participating students will understand that experimentation can lead to 
learning, and get to take home their project (projects include puppets, boats, and marble run 
mazes.  

*Adults over the 1:3 adult to child ratio pay normal adult admission price of $8.50. 
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Bus Parking 
Buses should drop students and school staff and parent chaperones off on the west side of the 
Peoria PlayHouse. Buses should drive on the outer loop for drop offs and pickups. Bus parking is 
available in the Centennial Playground parking lot.  
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Learning Standard Connections 

Common Core  

Our school programs are educational and typically open-ended. While we do not design our field 
trips to fit with Common Core, there is many times where they correlate. Feel Free to use this 
information, if you need to justify your field trip request to school leadership. 
 

Spotlight Field Trips 
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Common Core Continued 

Explore/Challenge/Become Field Trips 

 

 

Next Generation Science Standards 
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Teacher Team 
The PlayHouse Teacher Team is a group of up to 15 educators who collaborate with the museum 
on the development of museum programs and hands-on activities for their classroom. Teacher 
Team meets after school, six times over the course of the school year. Monthly sessions begin 
each year in October.  

Participating educators will receive: 

 A free PlayHouse field trip for their students during the school year (field trip must be 
booked and completed within the school year) 

 Professional development hours (through the Regional Office of Education) 

 Snacks and our undying gratitude! 
 
Participating educators must: 

 Commit to attending all six sessions 

 Be a current teacher of students between the ages of three and ten 
 
To learn more and apply, visit: 
https://www.peoriaplayhouse.org/school-resources/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.peoriaplayhouse.org/school-resources/
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Science Pack 

Farm/Agriculture Pack 

River/Water Pack 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

PlayHouse Packs 
 PlayHouse Packs are kits filled with interactive 

objects, lesson suggestions, and challenges selected 

to promote independent explorations, play, and 

create the PlayHouse environment in your own 

classroom. 

Great for K – 3rd grade! 

 

 

 Contact the PlayHouse Education Manager at 

least two weeks before you would like a 

PlayHouse Pack in your classroom. 

o cbaxter@peoriaparks.org  

o 309-323-6896  

 Pick up the boxed kit from the Peoria PlayHouse 

Children’s Museum and make a $10 refundable 

deposit. 

 Keep the PlayHouse Pack for up to two weeks! 

 Return it to the PlayHouse. 

Available Packs 

  River/Water Pack: Explore the water cycle, 

 frog life cycle, and river habitats and boats.  

 Science Pack: Learn about the human heart 

and animal biology, and build contraptions.  

 Farm/Agriculture Pack – Explore rural and 

urban farming and the chicken life cycle, and 

learn about and plant seeds.  

 

PlayHouse Packs are generously 

funded by a grant from PNC. 

How to Get a PlayHouse Pack 
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Field Trip Funding Assistance 

Target Corporation Field Trip Grants 

The Target Field Trip Grants program provides funds for K-12 field trips in order to give students 

throughout the country the opportunity to explore more of the world outside the classroom. 

Funds may be used to cover trip-related costs such as transportation, tickets fees, food, 

resource materials, and supplies. Each grant is valued up to $700. Grant applications will be 

accepted between noon CST Aug. 1 and 11:59 p.m. CST Oct. 1.  

https://corporate.target.com/corporate-responsibility/community/philanthropy/field-trip-

grants  

Donors Choose.org 

DonorsChoose.org is an online charity, completely free for teachers to use, that makes it easy 

for anyone to help students in need. Public school teachers from every corner of America post 

classroom project requests on our site, and people can give any amount to the project that most 

inspires them most.  

https://www.donorschoose.org/  

https://corporate.target.com/corporate-responsibility/community/philanthropy/field-trip-grants
https://corporate.target.com/corporate-responsibility/community/philanthropy/field-trip-grants
https://www.donorschoose.org/

