
BE A BOTANIST 
 

 

A botanist studies and identifies a variety of plants. They spend time identifying 

and researching different aspects of those plants. They even conduct 

experiments for a greater environmental purpose. 

 

Watch the video Be a Botanist with Dr. Az Klymiuk from the Field Museum. 

 

RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

Learn How To Identify Plants 

An important skill for botanists is the ability to identify plants. Botanists can 

identify different trees, flowers, algae, fungi, ferns, grasses, and mosses. 

 

Activity: Go on a scavenger hunt in your background or neighborhood and see 

if you can identify these common plants! If you don’t know what they look like, 

start by looking them up on a computer or in a book. 

 A Conifer Tree 

 The Illinois State Flower 

 A Pollinator 

 A Evergreen Tree 

 Seeds (ex. acorns) 

 A flowering plant 

 An edible plant 

 A Clover 

 

Plant Journaling 

After finding a plant, botanists will write about and study the plant. They often 

write their observations in journals to help them recall information later on. 

 

Activity: Keep a plant journal for a week. Explore your back yard or take a walk 

around your neighborhood, and take notes on the various plants and fungi you 

see around your neighborhood. Try to identify the plants as you go. After the 

week is over, try finding information of those plants based on your observations. 

Use the internet or visit your local library for help! 

 

Things to consider when taking notes: 

 Where did you find it and when? 

 What size, shape, and color is it? 

 Does it have a smell? 

 Does it have leaves and/or flowers? 

 Can you draw it? Try drawing all the parts of the plant.  

https://vimeo.com/430354969/710a845cb7?fbclid=IwAR2k58ERzR6TloCsLhSY0XCHVSWk13M1zlaRnT8br8wZ2t6MOuXHfDZvhDc


 

Dissect A Plant 

Plants are made up of many parts. Botanists are able to identify plants by 

looking at the different features of a plant. 

 

Activity: Learn about the different parts of plants. 

Step 1: Collect a plant (make sure to follow collection guidelines of taking a 

plant from your own backyard or from an area where you see about 20 of the 

same plant) 

Step Two: Dissect the plant, seeing the different parts that make up a plan. 

Challenge: Press the plant, or each of its pieces, onto a piece of paper and 

label each part of the plant. 

 

Additional Related Resources:  

Check out this website, for more botany activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for more career videos and information? Visit 

https://peoriaplayhouse.org/support-us/virtual-career-days/ 

 

                             

 

https://www.naturalbeachliving.com/montessori-inspired-botany-kids/

