
BE A ZOOKEEPER 
  

Zookeepers are responsible for maintaining the health and habitat of animals in the 
zoos. They will prepare diets and provide enrichment, such as smells, sounds, and 

puzzles for animals. Watch the video Be a Zookeeper with Elly Cowan to get an inside 
look! 

 
 

RELATED ACTIVITIES  
 

Learn about Zoo animals 
 
As a zookeeper you may have specific animals that you are assigned to take care of. 
You will spend a great deal of time with them, feed them and enriching them.  
 
Activity: Get to know the animals in the Peoria Zoo on their website. Look at all the 
exhibits. Then pick your favorite exhibit and research the various animals in that exhibit. 
Look for information such as: 

• What is their habitat? 
• What range do they live in? 
• What is their diet? 

 
What are the most interesting things you learned? Share them with someone! 
 
 
Learn about local animals  
 
Zookeepers and naturalists both know a lot about animals, how they live and the 
environments they live in. Naturalists focus on local animals, and often zookeepers start 
their careers by studying the animals they can see in their community! 
 
Activity: Take a short walk every day for a week and keep a journal about the animals 
you see around your neighborhood. Think about:  

• Where you saw the animal 
• What was the animal doing? 
• Were they eating, if so what did they eat?  
• How do they interact with other animals? 
• What questions do you have about this animal? 

 
 
Learn about Conservation 
 
Conservation is taking care of our environment, and using 
our resources wisely. Zoos and zookeepers help teach 
people about conservation. Conservation includes 
following the three R’s: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52LiFnXAEdY&feature=emb_title&ab_channel=PeoriaPlayHouseChildren%27sMuseum
https://www.peoriazoo.org/exhibits/


 
Activity: Try following the 3 R’s for a week by doing the following:  

1. Use your own bags while grocery shopping 
2. When not using an electrical device, turn it off and unplug it 
3. Use reusable water bottles 
4. Spend at least one whole day not eating meat 
5. Before throwing anything away, think about whether you can reuse or recycle it  
6. What else can you do? Think of at least one other action you can take!  

 
After one week, reflect on your actions. What was easy, and what was difficult to do? 
Which of these actions can you make a part of your everyday life? 
 
Additional resources: 
 
For more ideas on how to become greener, look at the following resources:  
 
Peoria Zoo 
 
National Geographic for Kids: Conservation Tips 
 
National Geographic for Kids: Green Tips 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.peoriazoo.org/green-tips/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/science/nature/conservation-tips/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/science/green-tips/

