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Greetings from the PlayHouse!
Since joining the PlayHouse in July of 2022, I’ve been grateful for the warm and 

welcoming PlayHouse community. This past year, we focused on engaging all children and 

their families, to be as inclusive as possible. I’m happy to report on the PlayHouse 

achievements during this time.

Our programming expanded greatly to support all kids of all ages in the Peoria Community. 

We began our Adaptive Learning Nights and Parent and Baby Socials in order to support 

kids of all ages and abilities and their caregivers. We worked diligently with other 

organizations for our cultural, outreach, and wellness programs. Thanks to our community 

partners, we were able to celebrate Tu Bishvat, Black History Month, Dia de los Ninos, and 

more. 

Taking our goal to the next level, we added a “Foster Family Membership” at a reduced 

rate for any licensed Foster Family residing in Illinois. We were also able to increase our 

Explorer Memberships, which support lower-income families, from 290 in 2021 to 585 in 

2022. 

In addition to all of our progress toward the Peoria community, we were able to improve a 

lot of our amazing exhibits and add some new ones. We were honored to display Gabriel 

Beatty’s collection of rocks, fossils, shells, and arrowheads! In November, we were able 

to add a light wall outside of our Sci-Lab. Everything we’ve worked on in our exhibits has 

been for our community and we’ve loved your unwavering support and investment in the 

explorers and creators of tomorrow. 

I’m beyond grateful for all of our advisory board members, donors, community partners, 

volunteers, and members that have supported the PlayHouse mission. Whether you 

attended a fundraiser, donated online, or spread the word to the community about the 

PlayHouse, we recognize the special effort you made to help us serve children. I’m beyond 

excited to see the PlayHouse continue to grow, support and inspire the next generation.

Sincerely,

Melissa Sierra, Director
Peoria PlayHouse Children’s Museum



We PLAYED Like 

Never Before
Entering the 2022 year, we were ready to hit the 

ground running with new programs. The PlayHouse 

administrative team came together to discuss new 

programming that would further reach the Peoria 

community.

In the fall, we hosted our fi rst Parent and Baby Social. 

With Family Connects of Illinois, we have provided a 

welcoming space for new caregivers and their babies. 

Our Parent and Baby Socials is now a free regular 

program held every Thursday from 9:30 to 11:30 am.

Then, we looked at ways to be more accessible to 

children of all abilities. Our Adaptive Learning Nights 

became the talk of the town by featuring dimmer 

lights, less noise, and sensory toys. We transformed 

this program for the 2023 year and created “Sensory 

Inclusion Nights” that take place biweekly on Thursday 

from 4:30 to 6:00 pm. 

90 Free Programs

68 Paid Programs

12,119 Program Participants



The PlayHouse believes in community and collective 

strengths. Our collaborations with local therapeutic 

service providers and experts are committed to 

providing accessible programming, an ongoing support 

system, and an active community of advocacy and 

education to all. We proudly embrace children of all 

needs and abilities and their families.

This past year, the PlayHouse had the opportunity to 

form meaningful community relationships. Our 

partnerships allowed us to support the Peoria 

community on a greater level and cater to all groups of 

people. We’d like to thank all of our community 

partners for this past year, including:

• Association of Latin American Students

• Bradley University

• Family Connects Illinois

• Islamic Center of Peoria

• Islamic Foundation of Peoria

• Jewish Federation of Peoria

• Kappa Alpha Psi

• Peoria Chinese Association

We EXPANDED

Our Community



We UPGRADED 

Our Exhibits
The PlayHouse had several small editions to our 

exhibits, such as bookshelves in each exhibit, 

birdfeeders, and Keva Creations.

In addition, we made major updates to Motion 

Commotion and the Sci-Lab. In Motion Commotion, 

we replaced our large ball baskets with smaller ones 

to ensure younger children can participate in the fun! 

We also added a Plinko wall as well as aluminum roller 

tracks for more exciting play. In the Sci-Lab, we 

replaced the Duplos with Tegu blocks allowing for 

larger creations.

The most exciting update to the PlayHouse was our 

new Light Wall outside of the Sci-Lab. Our new Light 

Wall helps children experiment, explore, and play with 

the different properties of light, like how light can split 

into different colors using prisms.

7,850 WIC/LINK Visitors

54,850 Visitors

Visitors to Real Tools11,500



KID SPOTLIGHT:

Gabe Beatty
The Peoria PlayHouse Children’s Museum had the 

honor of featuring Gabriel Beatty’s rock collection in 

Fossils Rock during the 2022 year.

Gabe began his collection at Tanner’s Orchard, where 

he found arrowheads. Soon after, he began going on 

nature walks and beaches to fi nd more for his 

collection. His collection includes many types of rocks, 

fossils, minerals, and shells. His favorite part of his 

collection looks like a quartz rock with a shimmery 

crystal inside.

The PlayHouse thanks Gabe and his family for their 

contribution to our museum. 



Our Membership FAMILY Grew 

BIGGER than Ever

The PlayHouse is committed to giving every child the opportunity to be an explorer and 

creator of the world. In 2022, we added our Foster Family Membership, which gave 

children, regardless of circumstance, the opportunity to learn and play.

Membership Type 20222021

Basic Family 1,067 1,094

Premium Family 264 248

Basic Grandparent 146 137

Premium Grandparent 12 28

Explorer 290 585

Foster Family 0 9

Supporting/VIP 6 8

Organizational 1 4

Staff 0 21

Coach 0 2

Total Memberships 1,770 2,152



FINANCES

Expenses

Staff

Administrative

Supplies and Equipment

Facility and Exhibits

Marketing and Promotion

Utilities

Fundraising

464,229.19

113,655.67

  63,533.31

  60,985.34

  31,049.99

  27,063.27

  17,915.03

Revenue

Grants

Admissions

Memberships

Retail

Rentals

Donations

Programs

Events

285,264.92

178,124.70

  155,922.45

  55,946.20

  35,221.64

  32,978.53  

28,204.50

27,204.48

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

778,431.80Total Expenses $ 798,867.42Total Revenue $



THANK YOU 2022 SUPPORTERS!
Thank you to all our supporters in 2022! We could not exist without you. Our corporate and 

foundation partnerships are something we value and are grateful to join forces to create a special 

and unique place for the children of Peoria. And to our individual donors, we thank you for 

showing your support and are humbled by your generosity.

Please inform us of any errors or omissions found by contacting us at PlayHouse@PeoriaParks.org

or (309) 323-6900. Again, thank you from the bottom of our hearts for being a part of the 

PlayHouse family. 

Corporate and Foundation Partners

Barbara and Homer Gurtler Fund

CEFCU

Heartland Festival Orchestra

Ibarra Floral Designs

RLI



Individual Supporters

$1 - $99

Erica Anaya-Concileon

Kelli and Mike Barr

Joann and Randall Blum

Sara Cheney

Thomas Clardy

Jill Cobb

Chris Davis

Misty Dean

Kevin Dove

Maggie Freidag

Courtney Hackler

Kimberly Johnson

Kim Ladd

Jenna Long

Courtney Lowe

Joy Lucas

Kerry Newman-Bachmann

Kelsie Patek

Eric Richards

Holly Riordan

Sue Salrin

Ashley Scherck

Haley Spain

Brenda Stone

Bill and Stephanie Sullivan

Donald and Mary Lou Taylor

Alecia Ward

Bob Wolffe

Alice Wright

Alexis Whittles

$500 - $999

Michael Bork and Sheryl Cohen

Eric Elwood

Sharon Holling

Michael Illuzzi

Mary Jane and Michael Johnson

Emily Howe and Bart Pieper

$1,000 - $4,999

Greg and Sandy Arnett

Polly Barton

Colleen and Paul DiGiollonardo

Matt and Monica Hendrickson

Laura Meints

Robin Robins

Jamie and Josh Smith

Christa Spates-Bell

Sandra Ullman

Jane Velazquez

$5,000+

Ashvin Babu

James and Christine Sinclair

Cathy and Dean Costello

Christina and Matt Dean

Keith and Lori Hanson

Lawrence Haynes

Barb Kane

Cisty and Doug Mills

Donald and Mary Niemi

Carol Reynolds

Donna and Warren Wilkins

In Honor of Leo Hojczyk

$100 - $499

Charlynn and Roger Allen

Andy and Beth Bussan



Jay Scholl, Chair

Davis & Campbell

Alissa Williams, Vice Chair

Morton Public Library

Ashley Miller, Secretary

National Labor Relations Board

Greg Tomlins, Treasurer

Caterpillar, Inc.

Ashvin Babu

Surya Technologies

Brooklyn Birchenall

PNC

Abbey Cook

Communication Junction

The PlayHouse Advisory Board

Christina Dean

RLI

Laura Gleissner

PNC

Matt Hendrickson

Caterpillar, Inc.

Emily Howe Pieper

Community Volunteer

Scott Loftus

Peoria Park District

Laura Meints

Physician, Carle

Michael Murphy

CASA

Corinne Olson

St. Jude

Erin Pike

Junior League Peoria

Valerie San Juan

Bradley University

Jana Stevens

CEFCU

Amanda Walner-Cutright

Theraviv Wellness, PLLC
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